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.hough yet little spoke, by all those in France and [taly, who either have, or pretend to have, any earning.
The spreading the French language over most parts >f Europe, to the degree of making it almost an universal one, was always reckoned among the glories of ,he reign of Lewis the Fourteenth. But be it re-nembered, that the success of his arms first opened ,he way to it; though at the same time it must be )wned, that a great number of most excellent authors, ivho nourished in his time, added strength and velocity n its progress. Whereas our language has made its 7?ay singly by its own weight and merit, under the conduct of those leaders, Shakspeare, Bacon, Milton, Locke, Newton, Swift, Pope, Addison, &c. A nobler jort of conquest, and a far more glorious triumph, jince graced by none but willing captives I
These authors, though for the most part but indif-erently translated into foreign languages, gave other lations a sample of the British genius. The copies, mperfect as they were, pleased and excited a general lesire of seeing the originals; and both our authors ind our language soon became classical.
But a grammar, a dictionary, and a history of our Language, through its several stages, were still wanting it home, and importunately called for from abroad. Mr. Johnson's labours will now, and, I dare say, very fully, supply that want, and greatly contribute to the farther spreading of our language in other countries. Learners were discouraged by finding no standard to resort to, and consequently thought it incapable of any. They will be undeceived and encouraged.
There are many hints and considerations relative to